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Заслуженный учитель РХ
Современные требования к ученику предполагают наличие у него не сколько обширных энциклопедических знаний, сколько умения мыслить - мыслить стройно, организованно, - уметь защитить свою точку зрения, уметь рассматривать проблему с разных позиций, слушать собеседника, находить вместе с ним компромисс и т.д. Подобное мышление называют креативным, и оно невозможно без умения человека творчески подойти к поставленной проблеме.

Как научить ребёнка свободно, без страха и стеснения общаться на иностранном языке, пробудить в нём активный интерес к этому общению? Имея большой опыт преподавания английского языка, работая с учащимися разного возраста, мы обнаружили общую закономерность: его Величество Творчество в процессе обучения – главный помощник учителю.
Возьмём из множества определений этого понятия самое простое.

ТВОРЧЕСТВО. Создание новых по замыслу культурных или материальных ценностей. («Толковый словарь русского языка» С.И.Ожегова)

И одной из сложнейших – и интереснейших – задач современного учителя и  является установление способов дать каждому человеку шанс стать поистине творческой личностью, показать ему ту дорогу, по которой он может пойти, развиваясь как полноценный Творец и Созидатель, и их более высокая ступень развития одарённость – неразрывно связаны с понятием творчества.
Творчество – неотъемлемая часть уроков иностранного языка в гимназии. У каждого учителя существуют свои алгоритмы творческой деятельности учащихся, освоение которых возможно, по нашему мнению, даже в ходе традиционного обучения детей. На каждом этапе урока мы пытаемся отыскать нишу для реализации креативной деятельности наших гимназистов. 
Каждый ребенок в своем развитии проходит периоды повышенной чувствительности к тем или иным воздей​ствиям, к освоению того или иного вида деятельности. Известно, например, что у ученика начальной школы интенсивно развивается устная речь, в среднем и старшем  возрасте дети увлеченно играют в ролевые игры и обна​руживают чрезвычайную способность к перевоплощению и вживанию в роли.

Роль первых «толчков» в развитии способностей, по-видимому, очень велика, и они всегда связаны с яркими эмоциональными переживаниями. 

Уже в начальных классам мы проводим, так называемые, уроки-FANTASY, когда полету фантазии нет предела. На таких уроках широко используются стиль кроки, аппликационный материал, реквизиты кукольного театра. Мини-сказки – первая проба пера: «Приключения лунного человечка», «Братья гномы и их волшебный дом», «Неразлучные друзья», «Страна трех солнц», «Приключения в стране Хишиит», «Бал в королевстве Зазеркалья» и др.: 

***

I’m going to tell you a fairy tale. Once upon a time there was a magic house.

Look. Here it is! It’s so nice, red, green and yellow. Who lives in this house? Guess!

Dwarves live there. They are so different, but all of them are friendly and like to have many friends.

Mickey likes to eat. He says: “We have many sweets, apples and cakes. Welcome to our house!”

Bobby likes to read very much. He says: “We have so many books at home. Welcome to our house!”

Snoopy likes animals very much. He says: “We have so many cats, dogs, rabbits, horses and sheep. Welcome to our house!”

Willy likes to sleep very much. He says: “Welcome to our house, we can sleep all day long!”

They are happy and have many friends. (Гирш Настя, 5Б)
***

My story is about good friends. They are Tony, Bob, Sam, Mike and Kate. One day they decided to build houses.

Bob is very romantic. He likes to read, to sing, to dance. He built a house out of balloons, flowers and ribbons. It’s a nice house, isn’t it?

Tony likes cars, tractors and different machines. He built a house out of metal.

Mike and Sam are twins. They have a sister Kate. They are very friendly and want to live together. They built a house out of bricks.

Look! Do you like this town? It’s beautiful, colorful and merry! (Жихарев Дима, 5Б)

***

I would like to tell you a story about a fantastic town.

Look, there are three suns (one, two, three) and two moons (one, two) there. It’s very strange of course! Who lives in this town?

Snowmen. Many snowmen. Count: one, two, three, four, …

The head of this town is Father Frost and his daughter Snegurochka. I would like to live here!! (Попков Вова, 5А)
***

I’m going to tell you a very fantastic story.

Look. This is a moon. It’s so big, nice and magic. Who lives on the moon?

Look. This is an alien! His name is Groove, he is strange and unusual. He is green, he has three legs and three eyes. I think he is not angry and greedy. To my mind he is lovely and friendly.

He has a girl-friend. Her name is Alice. She is very pretty and Groove fells in love with her. He gives her a present, a VERY BIG PRESENT, a very unusual present.

Look, this is the present for Alice. What is there? Is it a cat? – No, it isn’t. Is it a dog? – No, it isn’t. Is it a new dress? – No, it isn’t.

It’s a robot, Moon Robot. He helps Alice to clean her flat, to do shopping, to do homework. I would like to have such robot too! (Чечурина Регина, 5Б)
***

Look, these are monsters! I think they are not friends because they are very different. This is an angry monster. His name is … He likes to eat most of all. He has two mouths and many sharp teeth. He likes to eat everything: tables and chairs, lamps and books, pens and pencils. His four arms (one, two, three, four) help him to catch animals and naughty girls.

And this is his brother … He is clever, kind and lovely. He has six ears (one, two, three, four, five, six) and four eyes (one, two, three, four). He likes to hear and to see everything. He is very curious. (Марков Витя, 5Б)
Широкие возможности для активизации учебного процесса и подготовки младших школьников к творческим видам работы дают ролевые игры. Эффективность обучения здесь обусловлена в первую очередь взрывом мотивации, повышенным интересом к предмету.


Способность играть выражается в том, что ученики четвертых классов охотно принимают воображаемую игровую ситуацию, нереальный, сказочный или фантастический сюжет. Это позволяет применять на уроках сюжетные ролевые игры сказочного содержания. Например, с целью отработки в устном высказывании некоторых вопросов о погоде,  природных явлениях, временах года используется ролевая игра по сюжету сказки «Теремок». «Обитатели теремка» задают «гостям» вопросы и только после  правильных ответов разрешают им войти. Среди заданных вопросов могут быть следующие: Who are you? What season is it now? Is it warm or cold now? When is it cold? When does it rain? Etc. Участники  игры не только охотно принимают  предлагаемый им сюжет, но и с интересом обыгрывают маски, костюмы, в зависимости от роли меняют походку, жесты, тембр голоса.

Очень общий, неизменно повторяющийся факт состоит в том, что одаренные дети обнаруживают сильную тягу к занятиям той деятельностью, к которой они способны. Они могут очень долго заниматься интересующим их делом, не уставая и как бы вовсе не напрягаясь. Это для них одновременно и труд и игра. Все их интересы, переживания, поиски, вопросы кон​центрируются вокруг этих занятий. 

Трудно определить, как именно связаны высокие до​стижения способных детей и их эмоциональная увлечен​ность, что здесь причина, а что следствие. Справедливо считается, что оба эти фактора взаимосвязаны и один усиливает другой.

«Работая в паре», интеллект и творчество цепляются друг за друга, «тянут» друг друга на следующую ступень развития;
Наши ученики уже в средних классах умеют быстро сориентироваться в нестандартной ситуации и «подогнать» старые решения под новую задачу, чуть изменив её – а то и придумав совершенно новый путь. Таким подросткам интересно исследовать мир, они работают с увлечением, не просто выполняя рутинные задания – но, пытаясь улучшить что-то в своей работе,

В старших классах уровень владения языком позволяет заняться литературным творчеством в полной мере. Занимаясь по УМК В.В. Сафоновой «Английский язык 10-11», имеем огромный простор для раздумий и созиданий: 

«Молодость и популярность: совместимы ли эти понятия?»
«Время – деньги, или что-нибудь еще»

«Самообразование: может ли оно изменить нашу жизнь?»

«Есть те, кто силен умом, есть те, кто силен мускулами: последними управляют» (китайский философ IV века до н.э.)

«Какой ты, Человек?»

«Осуждение истории – дело бесполезное? »

«Жизнь начинается в 16 ?»

«Фокус: успех в бизнесе»

«Что принесет с собой XXI век, и каким мы хотим его видеть»

«Развитие технического процесса и человек: фантастика и реальность»

«Стереотипы: верны ли они и что способствует их формированию?»

«Русские храмы – часть нашего исторического и культурного наследия» и т.д.

Это темы для дискуссий, предлагаемые автором УМК. 


Активные формы работы, которые мы используем в процессе обучения: дискуссии, Интернет-форумы, сессии НОУ, проекты и так далее помогают нашим талантливым и одаренным пройти свой путь к человеку Мыслящему и Разумному.
В данном альманахе предлагаются творческие работы учащихся старших классов: сказки и быль, эссе, стихи, философские размышления, социологические исследования, мечты , терзания и просто размышления шестнадцатилетних подростков: «Кто Я?», «Родовое гнездо», «Свобода: миф и реальность», «Самый печальный момент в моей жизни», «Сказки для младшего брата», «Мысли о будущем и прошлом», «Моя мечта или “я хочу”», «История моей семьи», «Гражданская война в Америке», «Идеальный друг», «Природа в американской поэзии», «Человек и природа в романтической поэзии», «Мое видение: творчество Агаты Кристи», «Оскар Уайлд – наш современник» и т.д.

В этих работах – душа и мысли наших учеников.
Творческие работы наших гимназистов заняли первое место в межрегиональном конкурсе «Урок английского языка XXI века» (НИЦ «Еврошкола», г. Москва) и стали лауреатами конкурса творческих работ учащихся в центральном выставочном зале (г. Москва). 
Щукина Надежда Михайловна
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MY HERITAGE
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Loringel Anna, 10A

Our kin is very old. Ekaterina the Great (the Second) lost a little village that was called Tyutnyary, playing cards. There lived my ancestors . My great-great-grandfather (on my mother's side) was a manager of the country-seat. He was responsible for the work in the house, in the fields and for the finance. At that time it was a very high post for a peasant, but he was an educated man and always had a great thirst for knowledge.
His family consisted of 7 children, the last of them was my great-grandfather. He was 5 years old when his parents died and all the family was brought up by their grandfather. Though they were very poor, and very often had nothing to eat, they managed to find time and money for studying. They were the only children from their village who entered school, hut they could finish only 4 classes.
When my great-grandfather was 19, he decided to marry a girl of 17, whom he fell in love with. There was an interesting custom of seeking marriage in those days. One woman was responsible for the "negotiations" between the families of the fiance and the fiancee about their marriage. She also had to notify the fiancee and her parents about the day the fiance and his folks would come. This woman was called a "marriage-seeking woman".
When the fiance and his folks came to the fiancee's house, her parents would pretend they know nothing about the marriage: they simply invited the guests to have dinner with them. At the dinner party the "marriage-seeking woman" should say: "We have the merchant, you should give us the goods", and the parents would call their daughter. The fiance and the fiancee were not supposed to speak to each other at all until the woman would talk about all the necessary things.
In the days of my great-grandfather and his beloved, the custom of seeking marriage was widespread, so before their marriage they did the things I've already told before. After the wedding they lived happily and had 4 children, the last of them was my grandmother.
She was only 6 when her mother died, and the whole family was left in the care of the father. The eldest daughter, who was 12, helped the father with all her might, but she studied at school in the city far from the village and had to walk 25 km every Saturday and Sunday to came home and return to school.
Though all the children had to live in the houses of strange people far from their house, they managed to study: they were very stubborn at studying.
To give you an example of their hard life I'll tell you about one episode from my grandmother's life. She also had to walk to get home on the weekend. There was a thick forest near the road. One could hardly meet a man on that road. One day on her way home she saw 3 big grey dogs. She was glad, and thought: "If the dogs are here, the hunter might be near". But when she returned home and told her father about that, he became very anxious because he realized that his daughter had met 3 big wolves and he heard people saving the wolves had eaten a young woman - the teacher.
Though they had to overcome a lot of difficulties to study well, they never gave up, never were cast down, were always merry and cheerful. My grandmother (on my father's side) finished the college of food industry and after graduating she was sent to Azerbaijan. She knew the Azerbaijan language not very well. Once she asked a group of azerbaijan people about the name of one of them. They said "Chopur". She asked him: "Chopur, could you, please, do... 7' and heard him shouting: "I'll kill you!" The matter was that his friends told my grandmother his nick-name, which meant "pock-marked".
But later she succeeded in learning the Azerbaijan language and soon found common language with all the people around her.
As you see, the thirst for knowledge was always in our family. Everybody wanted to study, to investigate the world, to know more about it. Right now my father entered the University to get the second diploma and my mother is always studying.
The other feature of our family is love to music. My grannies sing well, my Father and little sister can not only sing but, also play the piano, and father also plays accordeon.
May be I'm the only member of our family who can't play musical instruments, but, when I am alone or with my parents, I like to sing and to listen to music they play.
My parents are kind people, they love children very much and they know a lot. They can always understand you and help you to solve all your problems. I try to be like them and I can even say they are my "heroes" especially my mother whom I want to look like.
She has something childish in her soul. She is always cheerful and merry, at the same time she can be serious when it's necessary and do what she wants. She always achieves her goals.
Our family is very friendly. On holidays all the relatives used to gather somewhere and to have a party, where we talk, sing songs, dance and play different games and even the eldest members of our family take part in it.
I think my family and my ancestors have great influence on me. As I've already said, I want to be like my mother. Secondly,  I want to receive the best education I can and I will do my best to achieve this goal. I also like to dance, to sing, to laugh, to have fun and I won't  be scared by difficulties.
I think that I owe much to my family and the ancestors and consider my family the happiest of all.
PUSHKIN
Sorokina Elena, 9A

I want to tell about my favourite poet and writer Alexander Sergeevich Pushkin. I think he was the greatest poet, and a real genius of the 19th century. His life did not turn out happily, it stopped quite suddenly. But even during his short life Pushkin created a great number of masterpieces. His works stir my imagination and fill my life with joy and happiness.
Pushkin was born on the 6th of April. 1799, in the family of a poor rich nobleman. He saw his parents very seldom. Balls, theatres, entertainment were their main occupations But at the same time Pushkin's father liked literature and poetry very much a had a very good library at home. Many famous people visited his house. All the members of the family were very keen on literature and poetry, even children tried to write poems. Pushkin's talent was displayed earl, when he studied in the Lyceum and was developed during all his life. He wrote  about everything, in prose and in verses, about his friends, about the life in a court, about noblemen   and common people, about   history, even   fairs   tales about magicians and different wonders.
Most of all I like Pushkin's poems about the beautiful Russian nature. He described green fields, blue lakes, dark winter forests, trees covered with snow and rime, glades which were pouring by a moon light with deep love and portrayed it in its richness. Since childhood I was greatly impressed by the episode from Pushkin's poem "The bronze horse-man" were he glorified the beauty of St. Petersburg. People also call it the hymn to the great city. Though I wasn't in St. Petersburg I can easily imagine all its beauty, the great Neva river in granite shores, wonderful palaces and monuments to great writers, poets and scientists, the Petropavlovskaya fortress, lift bridges and known all over the world the bronze horse-man. And, of course, unforgettable white nights and the Admiralty needle like roof-the symbol of this city.
I tried to translate part of the poem where Pushkin describes marvellous white nights into English.
I like you, Piter's great creation,
Your strict and harmonious sight,
The Neva's powerful current.
Which flows quietly in the night
And the Neva's granite line.
I like
The cast - iron pattern of your Fences,
The moonless shine
And the limpid twilight.
Of your unclouded beautiful night
When I sit in my room
And write and read.
And sleeping masses of lonely streets are bright
And the Admiralty needle in moonlight.
Pushkin's poems arouse the feeling of sympathy and admiration and I'm delighted with his ability to make every store interesting and exciting whether it is a fairy tale for children, or a store about historical events or about some historical person, or a love story, or a serious poem. I think Pushkin possessed all the qualities which were necessary for the real poet-vivid imagination, inspiration and skills to find mutual understanding with his readers. Reading his books I hear his voice, I understand his ideas and feelings, though he lived more than 100 years ago. He could imagine himself in his hero's place, felt the epoch about, which he wrote deeply. That's why when I read his books I feel as if I belong to another century, meet with Pushkin's characters I feel their joy and sorrow, I worry about them.
I entirely agree with people, who called Pushkin "the light of the Russian poetry". Luckily, our country has such a remarkable poet.
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FREEDOM

Maslova Tatyana, 11A
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The sun set down throwing it's last beam of light and turned the sky blood-red. Shadows descended over the river and clouds resembling purple balloons of smoke covered a part of the starlit heaven. I came down to the water through the bushes of gooseberry. And looking at the picture of the coming night, I began to think about freedom. What does it mean to me? Maybe it's just an opportunity to realize oneself close to the nature. But actually freedom means not only this.

The word "freedom" for the Russians is linked with somewhat   sweaty and at the same time dreadful. The whole of our history is an endless road to freedom and we have been going along this road for centuries and I'm afraid we haven't reached freedom yet. I have strong doubt, that the Americans will be able to understand Russian freedom. My country has always been ruled by tsars and  it   means there hasn't been freedom or democracy or equality   either. Now considering the variety of impressions of what it s to be free, I can say for sure, it's a feeling which may be compared only to a person's sense who has spent his entire life among noise and screams and suddenly hears... silence. It   seems  to me that the word  "freedom" is similar to     the understanding of "democracy", which means the power of people, but not the mercy of the one person of the leader.

People's government is based on every individual's right to speak freely and frankly, to question the decisions of the government, to campaign openly against it. One has the right, to say "yes" when everybody else says "no". Unfortunately the Soviet, ruling class was sure that, speech should be free only for those who agree with them. As for me, I think that freedom means not only to agree but also to express doubts and differences of opinion.

Now time has changed, promoting an individual foreground. To my mind, a free person is a man who is free in his soul: his conscious doesn't submit to certain forces, he doesn't, cringe on rules set by someone else, his thoughts don't necessarily resemble the ideas of others, his ambitions may seem mad or stupid in spite of their being unique. Freedom makes it possible far everybody to live a reasonable life according to his own views without being forced to fit into some generally accepted pattern. It is well known that all men are created equal, but they are endowed with certain unalienable rights: Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness... Everybody should have equality of opportunities regardless of race, ethnic origin and belonging to any political party. But in order to exercise these civil privileges Russia should overcome a good many of difficulties. Nowadays some people have so much money and so many facilities in life but others have so little. Unfortunately sometimes it so happens that those who have small income but good wits can't realize or apply their ambitions properly. But it's unfair, because all individuals should be able to study and to earn, doing their best. "The Idiot" by Dostoyevsky radically transformed my outlook upon freedom. I used to support capital punishment for inveterate killers. But the writer made me review that opinion. The victim, no matter how hopeless the situation is, hopes to survive till the were end. The criminal, sentenced to death, denied this hope-he is condemned to a suffering, unimaginable torture. Now I'm sure that freedom is when person's life doesn't depend on the decision of a man or several people, because the life is a gift from the God and only He may deprive an individual of it.

I think that any group of people can campaign for any position in wishes: fascism, communism, feminism, white supremacy and Americanism. But in our society there are a lot of people trying to impose their ideas through force or violence. This should be forbidden because it can lead to what my country, Germany, Italy, Spain have already experienced.

Now in our society the freedom is standing near the word "insolence". And it's concedered normal and fashionable. Some people think to be free means to use 4-letter-words, to wear the right clothes: like baggy pants or torn jeans, short sleeve shirt and "Nike Sneakers", of course this outfit would not be complete without cigarette and chic-hair dos. But it isn't freedom - it's just pretty unimportant things under the category of "fashion".

I felt myself free, when I was walking in an old park in Sochi, around an abandoned castle, trying to get to the ancient blocks, where I felt, the harmony between the past and the future.

Suddenly something sharp, cool and clear pierced my brain, forcing me to open my eyes. I looked up: brown shadowy clouds were being swept, away, made the sky incredibly beautiful. When a rook dashed with whistle over me, all of a sudden I realized that. I had fallen asleep and those ideas about freedom were just a wonder full dream. In my slumbers I see something I would very much like to have in reality, freedom itself. And I understood that to make this dream about freedom come true, many efforts would be needed to be made not, only by myself but, also by other people around. Only when we are joined together we would reach freedom, which is the beginning of everything that is good and true in the world.
THE SADDEST MOMENT IN MY LIFE
Bredun Natalya, 11A

Did you ever have a pet? If You did, I'm sure you know how many positive emotions they bring you. When you come home tired after a long hard working day the only thing that can help you to get rid of your terrible headache is a pet, a creature, which is able to serve and love eau faithfully all the life, not demanding any reward in exchange.

I would like to tell you about one of the saddest moments in my life. It was the end of spring. Outside everything came to life again after a long cold winter. Maybe it sounds strange but my story  will be about my cat, who lived with us for almost ten years and became the member of our family. I remember myself in winter, when I was three years old. My mother came home and brought  a little fluffy kitten in her coat. He was so funny, beautiful and clever that we loved him at first sight. In a while that little pretty kitten grew up  and became a beautiful cat. Everything would have been all right if one day we hadn't noticed a small tumour on her stomach. At first we didn't pay much attention to it, but soon the tumour grew bigger and we began to worry more and more.

So we decided to go to the veterinary hospital and unfortunately nobody could help us. Nevertheless the illness continued to progress. It seemed there wasn't any chance to save her life. One day her wound opened. My parents decided to take her to the veterinary hospital again, but at that moment they didn't know if they should leave her there or not. I know it was a terrible thought but had no choice. I asked my father not to leave her there not to let them kill me cat. He didn't say anything but I saw anxiety in his eyes. When Mum and Dad came back home I saw there was no cat with them. I didn't need words, I understood everything. When Dad gave me a hug, I couldn't suppress my tears anymore. I felt like somebody in our family died. I loved her so much that I couldn't think I would ever see her again. Father told me they had to leave the cat, because she had had an incurable illness - cancer. It was a great loss for me, I was sure, no other animal could substitute me my cat.

[image: image18.wmf]Approximately in three months we read an advertisement in the newspaper about the kittens and decided to call. We took a little grey kitten and happiness came to our home again. Now she is three years old and she is fine, but I'll never forget my old cat, her spirit will be always with me.
HIPPOPOTAMUS AND LITTLE GIRL
[image: image19.wmf]Chernova Anna, 11A

Once upon a time there was a fat pompous Hippopotamus, who just, loved candies. He did not know where to stop. That's why he didn't notice that one little girl, whose name was Jonathan, loved him.

She came to his place every morning and brought to him his favourite cakes and candies. He always greedily looked at candies and didn't, pay any attention to the little girl. Thus, the little girl became more and more sad.

Actually she did want to tell Hippopotamus about her big love. It was kind of a problem, because while Hippopotamus was eating his candies, he forgot about everything-his thoughts were too far from poor Jonathan. But Hippopotamus loved something either. He loved Ocean.

His small pond, actually it was something like a pool, looked like a drop of water. And Hippopotamus dreamt, about Ocean all day and night long; he wanted to live in an ocean, but there wasn't any around. That's why he was eating candies all time and was trying to dream: it would be so good, if there were an ocean...

When Hippopotamus was thinking about Ocean, the little girl was getting smaller and smaller. Finally, one could see only her big sad eyes and in addition to that -her big unshared love.

One day an idea came to the girl's mind, and she decided to become one of those sweet tempting candies that her "big friend" Hippopotamus loved very much; she was willing to be noticed by her pompous "friend", to attract his attention just for one minute.

One morning Jonathan came to Hippopotamus's place again, but, he didn't recognize the girl. Why? What, had happened with our little girl? Everyone could hardy find in that sweet thing which was standing in front of Hippopotamus, our little girl Jonathan. She put a thick coat, of cream on her lips, a coat of chocolate on her hands and legs and honey on her pretty face. Hippopotamus felt sweet smells and was pleased by the tasty dinner. He jumped up to Jonathan and began licking the cream, honey and chocolate off her lips, face and hands. Soon it was done, and Hippopotamus turned away and left the little girl alone. He forgot, about poor Jonathan at once.

PS That's the way the world is, my little baby. Hippopotami don't like little girls with big sad eyes, they love Ocean. But remember, Hippopotami can't live in oceans, they can live only in small ponds!
WHO AM I?
Chernova Irina, 11A

[image: image20.wmf]What lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny matters compared to what lies within us. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson.
This year I shall graduate from school and I shall have to decide what profession to choose. When I was a little girl I went to the kindergarten. We often played the game What will you be? and we were asked to draw a picture of our future profession. There was a smiling teacher in all my pictures! Oh, yes, my dream has deep routs !

I remember there was a small boy in our class in Elementary school. His parents were drunkards. He was always hungry. It seemed to us, students, nobody took care of him at all. We felt sorry for that boy and tried to help him as we could. Our teacher fed him and invited to visit with him very often. She gave him a lot of books to read and discuss later. How many evenings they spent together talking! I think my first teacher is a great woman. To my opinion, she saved the poor boy.

My mother is a teacher and it helped me to make a choice. During studying at school I did everything to reach the aim. When I started to learn the English language at school, I liked it for its pronunciation. And now I spend very much time on my English, but it seems to me, that I don't know it. very well. I'm working hard. I read English books, learn new words, listen to the tapes, try to communicate with the students from America. Sometimes I speak English to different people in my dreams. And without mistakes!

I'd also like to spend some time in English-speaking countries, to improve my English. If I learn this language I can communicate with different, people from many countries, read famous books in original, know more about customs and traditions of people from America.

I'd like my profession to be connected with the English language. That's why I want to become a teacher of the English language. Many young people consider teaching as a career. A teacher plays an important role in our life. After my parents teachers are the most important people in my life. It's not easy to help a student to develop his abilities and talents. Sometimes a teacher changes a character of a student. A teacher makes a student cognize himself, feel a person, who is responsible for the future of the world, to find a person's place in life. To be a good teacher I should be interested in what I'm doing very much. The most, important things in the world are knowledge and learning - wanting to know every day of your life more and more. I'll try to improve my knowledge and to make my students believe that it's really very important for them to study.

WHO AM I?
Goncharova Maria, 11A

This is a really good question. Everybody want, to know the answer of it. Same people are sure who they are, but, others are thinking about this question during all their life. I also haven't found the answer, but I'm just starting to live and I will have time to think it over and decide who I am.

Now I know that, my future depends only on me and nobody can change it. I'm also sure there will be people who are always ready to help me. I have many friends. Al1 of them are outstanding people. They have different hobbies and interests, but we have a real friendship. Some people think that I'm a strange and they do not understand me. I have quite a character and sometimes I can not understand myself. This is the reason I often have troubles. Anyway, my friends and parents love me.

One of my best friends (He is like a brother for me ) said to me: Be crazy. You just have to be crazy, because you live only once. So, you can do whatever you want, but do care about other people. And now these words always help me and they will stay in memory forever.

I'm 16 and it's time to think about my future life. This year I will graduate from school and I'll try to enter the University. Now I'm not really sure what my future profession will be, but I would like to work with computers. I think it's possible, because I'm good at maths and can cope with my problems in English. My American friends helped me to make my English better.

I have been to America twice and made a lot of friends there. Both of trips to America were very exciting and I want to go there again and to meet all of my American friends.
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WHO AM I?
Kuzmina Alena, 10A

On a dark October evening
When the wind and leaves cry
I always think where have I been?
And especially who am I?

On a sunny January morning
When the streets and trees are white
I always think where am I going?
And especially who am I?
In spring, when April comes
I always think: what will I become?
And especially who am I?
[image: image22.wmf]On a shiny summer day,
When everything is fun
I always think why am I like I am?
And especially who am I?
When my pen is out of ink
And I'm ending my rhyme
I try to understand why I always think?
And especially who am I?
THOUGHTS ABOUT THE PAST AND FUTURE...
Lukyanova Elena, 11A
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Where is the humanity going? When I think about it, I feel sudden, but quite explainable fear of the unknown.

Overpopulated cities, grey dull buildings, dusty asphalt, poor greenery, constant crowds of cars, hundreds of plants and factories, which pollute atmosphere and soil, poison water and every living creature, around us. People became more reserved and cold, we have nearly forgot how to love and lost belief in God: church looks strange and ridiculous among modern buildings , howling of crowd and cars muffles ringing sound of bells. We are losing all moral values: kindness, family, love, self-confidence and self-respect. Tempo of our life is increasing, we have no heart-to-heart talks with our friends and never write letters.

I think it's time to remember how simple and wise our ancestors lived. Having no written language, they lived much more wise than we now. They grew weet, brought up children, lived in harmony with nature, worshipped God. They had no envy and anger, were sound in heart and soul.

Perhaps, it was the real Golden Age? But now we can hardly believe it. Struggle for survival, endless wars between peoples, terrible, cruel customs. But still their experience deserves our attention.

Settlement Arkaim was discovered by archaeologists several years ago not far from Chelyabinsk, and now it's considered one of the most valuable archaeological treasure of last decades.

Arkaim... A small fortress in the valley of the Arkaim-river... XVI-XVII B. C. One-storeyed low pise and wooden houses, small square for assemblies, herds of horses in steppe...

May be it was more than mere closeness to nature? Our ancestors deeply felt harmony of universe and their connection with it. May be that is why wooden fences and stony walls represented an exact copy of Solar System. I think that it's not just a coincidence. This fact, demonstrates rational thinking of builders of the town. Rationalism of architecture also astonishing: enter to the town is a unique and complex labyrinth, if} you don't know its secret, it's impossible to get inside. Town has a great, amount of copper-smelting and potter's workshops.

The life of our ancestors was amazing. They lived in accordance with laws of the universe, they had peace in their souls, the thing which we have not enough now.

But what made the tribes, lived on prolific earth, rich in wildfowl, to leave flowering towns and to go to the west? Sudden starvation, attack of the Normans, religious reasons? We can't know it, but this civilization in spite of its right, and wise organization disappeared.

May be, it'll make us understand the danger of cold-heartedness, which is frightening us, it. will make us start thinking about our way, where are we going to, what is the destiny of our civilization?

THE CAMP
Kuzmina Alena, 11A

Do you want, to have fun? - I ask my new friends. Usually a number of jokes and funny stories comes to an end by this time at our noisy party. Boys and girls begin to be bored.  Every time my story helps   me. It is just a description of one real trip which I experienced at the age of 14. I hope you will like it, too. This story will be interesting for some of you.

I've been to many parts of my country. But I spent every journey with my parents so I didn't have any problems. Once my best friend invited me to go to a camp near Astrakhan - a city on the Volga river. I knew the most people from my future group: it was not expensive; my parents were not against it - so I agreed to go. By the way they promised me only 4 hours of working time, good houses to live in, fine food and a great sum of money for my work.

I want to tell you that, every camp consists of several groups. Every group consists of about 30 boys and girls.
[image: image24.wmf]Our group was going to the camp by train during 3 days. There were only one teacher and her daughter of 20 with us. WE WERE FREE !!! We were without our parents ! But our joy was not very long: we saw some huts in the middle of the endless steppe - this was our camp instead of beautiful cottages of our dreams. We found out that we were the youngest in the camp ( the age of the kids in our group was from 13 to 16 , the age of the people in other groups was from 16 to 20). We were shocked by the news that we had to work for 8 hours a day: we didn't have glass in our windows; there were a lot of enormous insects, which could bite, and many snakes. There was no hot water in the camp. The food was very bad. But we had a lot of fun and adventures.

We were very tired after working but   we went   to the river for swimming and playing. We were hungry but we were happy. We ate a lot  of fruits just from the trees and vegetables from the soil. The weather was fine, the river was near us, the disco was every day that was all we need.

The great tornado remained in my memory. Me had been in the fields for 4 hours already and then came back to the camp for dinner. Some boys were still marking. Suddenly a strong wind began to blow. Everybody came to the buildings. The wind destroyed some constructions, brought some roofs down. At that time those boys were going towards the camp. Their way was through the steppe along the Volga river. They had to cover 2 km. We scared for them. A great rain began - so our rooms were full of water. Those boys hadn't come yet. At last everything finished. We came out and saw that many trees, which were so rare in this district, had been broken. We already called those bays "Gone with the wind". After 2 hours they appeared. They looked like sand-people. There was a lot   of sand in their hair, ears, eyes and clothes, which were dry.

Our way home was more interesting. The camp principal went, to the village to take our money on the last day. He had also to arrange all things connected with our camp. The windows and doors of the huts were boarded up already. All our bags were in the particular truck. All the kids of the camp were sitting in the trucks too. It was an early morning and the weather was fine. We were waiting for 10 hours. It was growing dark and cold. Midnight passed. At last, we set off to the station in Astrakhan. We were frozen. To everyone's indignation we missed our train. We came back home after 3 days of troubles at different stations, trains and cities. I hadn't slept last 5 days. My parents saw bronzed and exhausted creature who began to eat, eat and eat and then was sleeping for 2 days like a log. This creature was me.

After this I was sure that nobody would make me go there one more time. I was wrong. Next, year I asked my Mum in tears to let me go there. I do want to experience that adventure again!
"MY DREAM" OR "I WANT"
[image: image25.wmf]Drozdik Stas, 11V

I want, to be a heavy shower
To wash away dirt, pain and our
Horror out of our souls.
I want to shout and get on nerves
Of men, I want them choke with terror.
Who are the most of heartless fellows,
Who are the cause of our trouble,
I want, I dream them all to shudder
With all of their hateful deeds.
There are unreal, ardent needs
To get rid of the great despair. 
That is the pay for the betrayal.
My ancient dream is to become a fortune
To make a gift for the deserving men,
To favour happiness and joy of life, and fortune
For the ill-fated and the miserable men,
To show the right and honest way for all the corrupt creatures,
To bring to light and do away with cruelty, savageness,

And to provide all of the people on the Earth

With necessary food and their own homes.

Who wasn't gifted by the luck,

Who is in terror and in dark,

Who is unhappy, who is mope,

For you I want to give a hope,

To fulfil the diverse pipe-dreams,

To cure all of illnesses.

Will that brute force come into power?

I want to be a heavy shower...
CHANGES
Guminuk Alena, 11A

During our lives we observe some changes either good or bad. They change our lives so we direct ourselves in future.

I am only 15 and I can feel that many changes have happened to me. Even people of my age want to be like Hollywood movie stars and they achieve their goals in different ways. And somebody does achieve what he or she wants somebody doesn't. Because as we grow up from this age we have to realize what is good and what is bad for your future. As for me I think there were 2 most important stages of changes during my lifetime.

The first was when 2 American students had been living with my family. I could understand that somewhere far away from my mind there is another life better then the one surrounding me and I was kind of Jealous. I want to live like them and at that time I already had definite goal in my life: to find a better life. It change my life a lot. I started to realize why we live and why we live that way but not the other. It helped me think of many things from different points of view. It develops not a person but a personality.

The second big change happened after my visit to the United States. And now it keeps changing me. I met many good and had people. And this expanded my sights at people. I have met people who would like to help me in my future. I have met people who didn't like Russians at all. Why? Because we live in Russia? It's not our fault. People are different and we can't hate people because they are of other nations. Every country has its own culture and we are just not able to understand their ways of life. Because we live in different cultures. And I understood that. And no matter what people are either Russians or Tartars or Americans. It depends only on people's social and personal development.

I think those 2 cases changed me a lot and I am very glad about it. Now I know my goals in my life and I am going to try to achieve them I know that ideas and thoughts about, future may seem to be dreams but sometimes can come true. I think it's better to think about our future which we can make by ourselves. Let's think about how we want our world to he just strive, think, do.
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FAMILY STORY
Barmin Eugeny, 10A

Part 1
Once there lived a wealthy merchant. He owned a village named "Volkovo". This village was situated near Rzazan'. He lived approximately in the 1800's. This man was the oldest ancestor my family knows. It was my Dad's father's grandfather. My Dad's father worked in the Embassy. His name was Ivan Ivanovich Volkov, and he lived in Georgia, Tbilisy, the capital of Georgia. He married an Armenian woman who worked as a German teacher in school. Never did he stay away from politics. He always knew everything.

My Dad is really like my grandpa in many ways. The TV set is his best "friend", just as was for grandpa (probably this is a common thing for all the males). My    Dad is interested in politics, and so was my grandpa. My Dad is a night owl, and so was my grandpa.

My grandpa disliked communists and the communist system, but he couldn't do anything about it. He was smart enough to realize that sharing his opinion wasn't worth self-sacrifice. So he hated with his mouth shut.
One of my second cousins, Dr. Valentine Hogstrom, immigrated to the United States. He was one year old when they got there. His mother worked as a Red Cross nurse during the civil war in 1918. She fell in love with a Finish officer who really loved Russia and fought in the White Army, under the leadership of Denikin, against the Red Arms. He was an elite officer and was a follower of the monarchs. But after Denikin's forces started to weaken and the White Arms retreated he fled to Finland, Helsinki. They had a baby boy. This box now lives in Chicago, and he is seventy-two years old. He is my mother's cousin. He works as a medical family practitioner and owns his own clinic. He speaks four languages fluently: Russian, German, English, and Serbian.

My grandpa on my mother's side was one of nine children in his family. His name was Alexander Nikitin. My grandpa had a hard childhood. They could hardly make both ends meet. That's why he started to work at an early age. All of them were scattered in the world. Some of them found places to live in Yugoslavia, United States, Czechoslovakia, and Georgia. Many of them left the country when the Civil War (1919) broke out. Now all of them but one passed away. She lives in Georgia, Tbilisy.

Part 2

My mother really loves to tell this story, and I've heard this one for sure more than once. This story happened to my grandfather, my Mom's Dad. During World War 2, Alexander was a phone operator. He was wounded several times, but the wounds were not life-threatening. Once a small group of troops after a successful fight got into the village where they found a big barn and decided to sleep there. But my grandpa could not fall asleep. Bugs were bothering him. So he finally went out in the fresh air and made himself a neat place inside the haystack. He awoke from a deafening sound of an exploding bomb. The bomb fell onto the barn, and none of his friends were alive. My grandpa used to say: "So bugs saved my life. Am I not lucky?"
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HARVEST
Evdokimova Yana, 11B

Indian summer. The harvest time. The busiest time for everyone. The grain is already stored in stacks or ricks and thatched safe from rain.

Apple-trees curve over the land with juicy and fresh apples. Slight wind makes the leaves tremble and move slowly. The snowstorm of starlings and rooks follows the plough. The air smells of ripening fruits.

Last berries button up the dew and spiders are looking forward to getting their victims.

The whispering sounds of the grass make you relax. The beauty of the fall fills you with joy and consolation...

Planting remains my hobby. My family enjoys watering or weeding, loosening or sowing and that's why our garden looks lovely in summer when the trees pipe their roulades in tender green; it is productive in autumn. Though some crops have been a chief disappointment this year, the labour itself gives us pleasure. To plant a good crop needs great passion, love and care.
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TO AUTUMN
Kalchenko Nikita, 11A
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Brooks carry falling leaves
And sing in tune with birds.
Through rustle of the trees
You will hear the words
Of song of wind and rain,
Of poultry, flocks and herds.
[image: image29.wmf]Of amber waves of grain...
You will hear the words
Of song about you,
About woods in colourful dress
And mushrooms in the dew
And nature's fruitfulness
Oh, dear, you've arrived
And at the every farm
Your name is glorified
For open-handed arms.
Oh, season of the rain!
Oh, time to harvest crop!
[image: image30.wmf]The autumn is your name,
And harvest is your job.
You filled the fields of men
With grain - crops all around.
And every ear on them
Bend down to the ground.
You reaped all grains from fields
And made them into stacks
And with the help of winds
You threshed and winnowed them
And put them into sacks.
Oh, season of the rain!
Oh, time to harvest crop!
MY GARDEN
Kuzmina Alena, 8A

We have a garden 16 km away from our place. It is very small, but we found it possible to plant apple-trees and pear-tree, cheery-trees and sea-buckthorn-trees, raspberry-bushes and currant-bushes as well as to build a summerhouse and a garage there. And we still have some arable soil and a tiny meadow with three birch-trees on it.

We usually don't work too much in the garden, hut when we find time for going there we can never be out of work, especially in spring and autumn. There is also a lot of trouble with sowing because we usually argue about the place where to sow the certain vegetable. For one, my Grandfather Benjamin always tries to force us to plough the meadow, but it is still there because the rest of the family defend this piece of nature. Of course, we could cultivate all the territory and spend all the holidays in the garden, but in this case the garden would look dull and we wouldn't be able to make some interesting trips in summer. Then we make supplies of vegetables, spices, jams, juices and salads. We usually store all the food from our garden in the pit under our garage in the city. This supply consists of pickled tomatoes and cucumbers, strawberry, raspberry, currant, cherry, apple, pear and sea-blackthorn jams and juices, beets, carrots, potatoes and some salads.

To reach such results a tremendous amount of work must be done. I am not a boaster, but I am the one to do most of the routine work about the garden. In spring I have to dig, to loosen and to water - that is to prepare the soil for sowing. Then I usually take part in the sowing procedure, but my favourite work is waging a global war with weeds. Besides, I usually wash our car and repair it when the damages are not serious. In autumn my duty is to gather different berries, fruit and vegetables, to pull up turnips, beets, carrots and so on, and to graze near pea-bushes, beans and sunflowers. I usually manage with the last job fairly easy and one needn't make me do it.

No doubt, that is all very good, but there will be no full garden without a loveless meadow, three birch-trees and a small pine-tree, that we brought from the forest about four years ago. It adds much to the rare moments of relaxing atmosphere in our garden. Besides, we have two bird-houses, which are visited, I don't know why, only by sparrows and never by starlings. After a hard day it is extremely pleasant to lay down into the grass to watch the birds bathing in the reddening sun and to inhale the powdered freshness of the coming night. So, our garden is very useful to the family in both feeding and resting and we like to take care of it very much.
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MY PET
Kuzmina Alena,7A

I have a dog at home. Her name is Cherry. She is seven months old. It is a very nice dog with long ears, brown nose, beautiful fur and a short tail. I like to play with Cherry and she enjoys playing with me, though she prefers our cat Musja as a companion.

Cherry is a very clever dog. I say: "Sit down, Cherry," - and she understands me. I often take her for a walk. At first Cherry was afraid of big dogs, but as she grew older, she grew braver. Our dog is very funny. All our friends like it very much.

Two weeks ago we went to the dogs' exhibition with Cherry. She became the winner and got her first medal. We were so happy! I think Cherry was happy too. My dog likes to eat meat, cheese and what not. She is fond of jumping and running. Cherry is a member of our family. Let her be healthy and live long.
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FATHER AND SON
Lukyanova Elena, 9A

James Aldridge is a famous English writer. His novels, on the whole, were devoted to problems of people in their national struggle for independence.

I enjoyed reading his psychological story "The last Inch" which concerns the eternal problem of children and parents. The main characters of the story are Ben, a forty-three year old pilot and his ten-year-old son Davy. They had a formal family. Ben lived apart from his apathetic wife. He was indifferent to his son. He hardly knew how to speak with the boy. Davy lived with his mother, who had no interest in him. Father was a stranger who couldn't talk to him and was too sharp with him in the rare moments when they were together. So, Davy was a very lonely boy lost between his parents. Such details are given to help the reader understand the relations between the son and the father at the beginning and at the end of the story.

One day Ben brought Davy with him to show how to fly the plane. He had no way of comforting him and he irritably shouted and gave orders rather then spoke with his son. In the desert country where they landed Ben forgot about Davy. It is expressed not only in his words but in his behaviour . When they ate their lunch and he opened one of the bottles of beer to drink, he remembered that he had brought nothing to drink for his son.

Davy was afraid of his father, and he tried to soften his father's hard attitude towards him. He just did all he was told. Ben's second immersion into the water - he was paid by the Commercial Television Stock Company for pictures of sharks or hammerhead - was tragic for him because of an unfriendly tiger-fish. His arms were like fire and led and his legs could not move. Ben was not entirely conscious, and he knew he could never fly that plane. At that critical moment Ben understood that the only person who could save them was his son Davy. Being half alive he began to change morally. His voice now was very soft and quiet. He spoke gently and carefully with Davy. Ben began to treat him as a person. He tried to make friends with the boy. The boy surprised how his father had changed. He felt responsibility for him. It gave Davy power and determination. He began to speak with his father angrily and Ben heard sometimes the tone of revolt or anger in his son's voice. The writer didn't want to show Davy as a negative character. He never knew what caress and kindness were. The boy worried about his father, but it was difficult for him to say something warm because he had never heard such words.

By the end of the story the main characters changed. They understood that they had lost a lot of valuable time. They established the kind of relations that will be warm friendship in the future.
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OSCAR WILDE AS I SEE HIM
Sorokina Elena, 11A

Those who find ugly meanings in beautiful things are corrupt without being charming. This is a fault.
Those who find beautiful meanings in beautiful things are the cultivated. For these there is hope.
They are the elect to whom the beautiful things mean only beauty.
Oscar Wilde
The second half of the 19th century in England gave rise to a rapid growth of social contradictions. It was the time of spiritual degradation and disillusionment. In that tune appeared a new literary trend - Decadence, that means "depression".
The representatives of this trend continued the realistic traditions of "the brilliant school of novelists of England". They gave a deep psychological; analyses of the characters in their works, a detailed description of their inner world meanwhile the writers of this trend by way of protest against severe reality tried to lead their reader far away from life into the realm of beauty, they idealized the patriarchal way of life and criticized capitalism. Their motto was "Art for Art's sake".
The brightest representative of English Decadence was Oscar Wilde. He was a writer of a great talent, a fastidious aesthete and ingenious man. He was also very extravagant: he wrote shoes with silver clasps, short silk trousers, flowered waistcoat, beret on the buttonhole. All these made his image very scandalous.
In 1882 he made a tour over America, reading lectures about art. It's success was great, because everybody wanted to see "aesthete" looking forward to sensation. One of the most educated people in Europe in the field of history and theory of art, young Wilde preferred to state his sacred thoughts in the form of pun and jokes, accompany them with all kinds of tricks and crankiness. However Wilde not only took the pose of an aesthete, he realty was one.
He asserted that the only purpose of art is to give people aesthetic enjoyment: "Beauty for Beauty's sake" was his motto. But works of Oscar Wilde often refute his sayings.
The secret of Wilde's charm is in the brilliant form of the expression of his ideas. His unexpected comparisons and sparkling paradoxes help us to understand the inner world of their author.
Fairy tales of Oscar Wilde opened for a reader a new man. These tales are built on contrast - contrast between inner beauty or cruelty and fine appearance or ugliness of its characters. Happy Prince and swallow, who sacrificed the beauty and life for the sake of human happiness, he opposed to the rich, blind to the beauty and kindness, narrow-minded with their small selfish interests.
"Picture of Dorian Gray" is one of the most important and grave works of Oscar Wilde.
Dorian Gray is a very beautiful and charming young man, not far for nothing he was called "Prince Charming" But his soul is not so beautiful as his fine appearance - he is cruel and ruthless. Dorian Gray sacrificed his soul in the name of eternal youth and beauty. His love to Sybil Vane proved that he is not able on the common human sense, he fell in love not with the girl but with art. Dorian Gray loved in her an actress but he never loved Sybil Vane, ordinary girl that she was And he pitilessly pushed her away, breaking her loving heart as soon as from glorious actress she turned into a common woman, and she didn't stir even his curiosity.
Oscar Wilde showed that Dorian Gray soiled his image, that beauty without humanism is futile.
And I think the main idea which Oscar Wilde wanted to give is: the real beauty is the beauty of your heart. With the help of his compositions he tried to reform man and there is something romantic about him, that's why we can add his name to the list of genie such as A. Pope, W. Shakespeare, J. Byron and W. Blake. To my mind Wilde is more romantic and realist than decadent. Thanks to the novels, paradoxes, tales and plays of this genius (began to understand what real beauty is, Oscar Wilde overturned my world and opened my eyes and think) belong to the cultivated - thanks to him for me there is hope.
Let me finish at this because as Oscar Wilde said: "Those who try to exhaust their subject exhaust their listeners".

RE-VIEWING  TV
Shalginova N., 11A

[image: image31.wmf]Being a foreign exchange student and living day-to-day life in the American family, I have found many things that I didn't know before, things that are similar and different in the way I see them. One of the biggest thing is the television. American TV impresses me a lot because of its endless stream of information. Yet, the variety of news, sports events and shows is sometimes confusing. I can't just divide all TV stuff into comedies, mysteries or soap operas. To put them straight in my head I classified them as shows that I like and get to watch, shows that I like but can't watch and shows I don't like but have to watch.

Do you like Seinfield or The Simpsons? Or how about Rescue 911? There are the examples of the shows that I like and get to watch, because Mrs. Stark, whom I watch TV with most of the time, enjoys these shows, too. I also find them fascinating. Seinfield is peculiar. The actor entertain real life situations with irony. Rescue 911 is more exciting than Sienfield. It is hard to believe that some scenes are real. Once Mrs. Stark MADE me watch this program, because, as she said, it was educational. The Simpsons are neither educational nor real, but they are fun to watch.

Almost all parents have one common trait connected with TV. Mothers and fathers always try to keep kids from watching some shows that they think are influencing their children and giving them wrong ideas. I happened to be in the same situation. When I was going to the United States, I thought that now I would watch all movies rated R and all shows that my mom didn't want me to watch. No way! Mrs. Stark doesn't let me watch shows like cartoons or Melrose Place and fast-forwards some scenes when we rent a movie. She said she felt embarrassed when she took me to see The Piano because of its explicit sexuality. What's wrong with the cartoons? Mrs. Stark find them too silly to watch. Some people say that you outgrow things like this, but everybody has their little weaknesses. Cartoons are just enjoyable, and I get to watch them when I am home alone.

The third category consists of shows that I don't like but have to watch. How would you feel when you can't switch channels from basketball or football on movies or something more entertaining? 1 feel bored. This happens all the time when Trace, my host brother, visits from Lawrence. He likes sports a lot and seems to watch it for hours. Trace is company, though, so he can do whatever he wants. I must admit it is not so bad, because I got to know a different side of American life such as sports.

I like American television because it is all new and unusual for me. The variety of shows makes TV even more fascinating. I will miss it despite all differences. I learned from it, and I am impressed how well it is organized.
CIVIL WAR IS AN EVER GAPING WOUND OF AMERICA
Morduhov Andrey, 11A

"Gone With The Wind" is a classical American movie. It was stage from the novel by Margaret Mitchell. The main theme of both works is Civil War in America. This problem is shown from the point of view of Confederation of Southern states.

From the very beginning of the novel we are involved into atmosphere of holiday, endless holiday. The main heroes are happy. They are full of life and love. Their surroundings are luxury and jewellery. They behave as people of high-class society of Old World. Men feel themselves as Cavaliers and women as Ladies. Scarlet O'Hara and Ashley Wilks are vivid examples of it.

When the news of war comes to this land, it does not change anything. People are not afraid. They are sure in their invincibility. They, especially men, discuss this problem as an ordinary thing to show honour and dignity, the main qualities for them. Yankees do not have these qualities so they will be defeated.

The Southerners are mistaken. They forget that a new power has come, a power of Money (with capital letter). It brings a new ideology: "Money is everything!" The Grey Army does not realise it. So it does not understand words of Mind (with capital letter). The words, that are said by Rett Battler, that North is more developed region and it has more money than South. The main reason of this behaviour is their nature of unemployed persons. All their economy, even culture, is based on cotton and slavery. It differs them from the North industry and it's longing for money.

So the people of the South feel the hardships of the war more keenly than the people of the North. Every white man who can fight goes into the army. The women of the South take care of the farms and plantations, serve in hospital and gather money to help the soldiers. They face al difficulties bravely.

Nevertheless, the South has to defeat, because money are stronger than honour and dignity. Rett Battler helps the South only to earn money. His corrupted soul is shown realistic near the actions of Melany Wilks when she gives her ring to support her husband in the trouble. However, Rett brings a wind of changes. The wind that makes the noble Southerners civilization "gone with the wind".
[image: image5.wmf][image: image6.wmf][image: image7.wmf][image: image8.wmf][image: image9.wmf]
THE CIVIL WAR - AN EVER GAPING WOUND OF AMERICA
Drozdik Stas, 11V

All is said and done. It is the end of the film, but the whole room is still under the power of the beautiful woman with transparent green eyes, full of fire and mystery. She is the main character of the screened version of the "Gone with the Wind" by Margaret Mitchel.

Scarlett O'Hara came from the land of white houses, peaceful arables and turbid yellow reavers. That was the land of virgin red soil, the land of contrasts. This woman with the eyes of wild cat came from an unhappy country, which was made grey and black because of the hasty and absurd war.

The main characters of the film were involved in the whirlwind of events that steel remain an ever gaping wound of America. As a result of the Civil War the established and organized way of life was broken, customs and traditions of flourished South were broken, too. The whole civilization was gone with the wind. Thousands of people died and were murdered without any reason.

The main part of the film is immersed in the darkness, the main colours are red, black, yellow and grey, we can't see those flourishing gardens, as in the first part of the film. An awful view of burning Atlanta, pictures of grey sky help to involve the spectator into the atmosphere of tragedy, blood, tears and sufferings. The picture of devastation, demoralisation and destruction of human's fate makes my blood run cold.

That war didn't bring any deliverance to the people, on the contrary, the new government created a lot of new chains in exchange to the chains of slavery.

Speculation and cynical plunder of labour have been flourishing without any obstacles. That's why we can say about the depressing combination of savagery and civilisation without culture. People began to identify savagery with freedom. They couldn't understand, that this freedom was worse than slavery, because it excluded the possibility to resist the main ideology. Chaos and injustice became the main features of that time. The money became a religion for the new generation.

So, the main character of the film had to overcome all the horrors of that time, trying to preserve her best features, she had to survive, preserving hope.

Scarlett, the woman with proud eyes, who try to solve the problem of human values in the world of endless trade, became an embodiment of America, beautiful and senseless.

The film is finished, but there are remains the idea, a dream - the soul, flying in white fog, searching for dignity, honour and justice.
THE IDEAL MATE
Bredun Natalya, 11A

[image: image32.wmf]Located in the center of the local mall. Max and Eleonore sat on a bench watching the shoppers walk by one afternoon. Each wondered if one of these people passing by might be their "soul mate". Max noticed a girl in one store who was very attractive. In a different store another lady, obviously rich, had several bags filled with expensive clothing. At the same time Eleonore had gathered enough courage to talk to the clerk at the adjoining music store. He was very tall and athletic looking, but he spoke as though he hadn't a thought in his head. 

When looking for the ideal mate, many people want different qualities. For example, some appreciate superficial characteristics such as appearance and society standing; common interests and personality are more important to others. In today's society appearance is an important factor in the impression a person makes. 

For instance, if two people have good skills, the better looking of the two would be more likely to get hired. Most of the time the appearance is the first feature that draws someone to another. Yet, character, the quality that makes a person different from another, is more important than appearance. Every woman wants her mate to be ideal, special, and unique. Of course, she wants him to be sensitive, romantic, understanding, supporting, but not jealous. In other words, she wants him to be a gentleman. Taking care of the woman is not the best way of showing the man's feelings, but acting appropriately towards her.
At the same time the most important quality of a woman is her personality. Beauty is only temporary, but a good character lasts forever. First, intelligence is a necessity. It is important to have a mate who is knowledgeable on a wide spectrum of topics. As for career goals, if the man earns enough money to support the family, the woman can be a homemaker. The woman's job consists taking care of the house and other domestic chores. Both need to have a positive attitude regarding their responsibilities. Politically, she is able to vote for whom she wants- hopefully for the same person that he does. In general, the ideal mates share their political views together.

Most of the time people need to feel satisfied. By being good companions, listening to each other, men and women can show their respect for each other. A hard working man can build a good future for himself and be an example for his children. His personality can't be under her control; however, he should value himself as well as others.
Interests are also substantial in a relationship. Television should not consume anyone, but the average man thinks that his match would love to watch sports, comedies, and MTV. She would enjoy programs such as Late Night with David Letterman, The Simpsons, Ren and Stimpy, and Seinfeld. As for sports, she would be ecstatic over the Boston Celtics, Atlanta Braves, Detroit Tigers, Dallas Cowboys, and Green Bay Packers. Surely, she could not live without watching the World Series.
If one likes several types of music, the other also might enjoy listening to it. Boston, Extreme, Chicago, Dream Theater, and Savage are among the favorite groups. Rock-and-roll from the 70s. heavy metal, and pop rock music would be the core of interests.
Little girls adore fairy-tales, so they grow up on magical tales woven around princes and princesses. Girls dream of one day meeting such a prince, then life will be wonderful as they live happily ever after. Unfortunately, as they grow older, life seems to be less romantic; men seem to be more "human" without all these perfect traits. However, when these girls find sweethearts, these ideal qualities fall behind in importance because of the wonderful feeling falling in love evokes. This floating feeling soon evaporates, though, so the most important matter is the thoughtfulness and good morals of the relationships.
An ideal match for each person, somewhere in the world, is waiting to be found. "Perfect" people do not exist, but, after sufficient searching, one can locate an ideal mate.

NATURE IN AMERICAN POETRY
Maslova Tatyana, 11A
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Nature is an eternal theme of poetry and prose, and in American poetry we can find beautiful verses devoted to it. The first of them are written by Philip Freneau. Though he was the poet of the Enlightenment, he wrote a number of poems about nature, in which the influence of Romanticism is noticeable. His poem "The Beauties of Santa Cruz" tells his poetic raptures over the beauty of the nature of the island:
Sweet orange grove, the fairest of the isle...
But American nature came to life in all its beauty under the pen of Henry Longfellow. In his poetry for the first time we find truly poetic description of the forests, rivers and lakes of America. In his lyrics he drew very realistic, vivid and emotional pictures of American boundless prairies and the mountains of her far West, the mighty flow of the Mississippi at a law flood, the richly fertile plantation of the South "and the severe cold winters of the Eastern states. He was especially skilful in depicting the seasons of the year: ...the birds are fledge and flown, And the dry leaves strew the path. I especially enjoyed his poem "The Day is Done":
The day is done, and the darkness
Дня нет уж. За крыльями Ночи
Falls from the wings of Night,
Прозрачная стелется мгла,
As a feather is wafted downward
Как легкие перья кружатся
From an eagle in his flight.

Воздушной стезею орла.

Both English and Russian variants are wonderful.
Another American poet who described nature was   Robert Frost. Never had there been such fine understanding of nature in the works of any American poet. In depicting nature he may he compared  with Burns, though his poetry is American to the core. He had a gift for transmitting shades of colours and sound through simple words and comparisons when he described the scenery:
The West: was getting out of gold, The breath of air had died of cold, When shoeing home across the white I thought I saw a bird alight.
("Looking for a Sunset Bird in Winter")
He wonderfully showed the beauties of nature in different seasons: Nature's first green is gold, Her hardest hue to hold. Her early leafs a flower; But only so an hour.
("Nothing Gold can Stay")
But beneath the surface of the smooth-flowing lines of Frost's poetry we find a moral and some solid wisdom. His wonderful poems are fostered by his love for nature, and he wanted people to understand that nature is alive, and he wanted to sow seeds of love for it in the souls of others through his poems.
Earth - the right place for love I don't know    where its likely to go better, -
he says in his poem "Birches". And it is  really impossible to stay indifferent while reading his enchanting descriptions.
Another American poet, William Bryant, was often called "The American Wordsworth" because like this lyrical English poet he was a passionate lover of nature 5 was at his best in descriptions of rivers, meadows, woods, etc. According to the words of Walt Whitman Bryant is "a bard of rivers and woods". Look only at the names of his poems, "A Forest Hymn", "Green River", "A Walk at Sunset". His most famous poem is "Thanatapsis", where he meditates on the interrelation of man and nature.
To him who is the love of Nature holds Communion with her visible forms, she speaks A various language; far his gayer hours She has a voice of gladness, and a smile And eloquence of beauty...
The scenery takes an important place in the poems of Emily Dickinson. Here are one of her poems and its Russian translation:
The sky is low, the clouds are mean.      
Нависло небо, клочья туч
A traveling flake of snow

Метель иль дождь сулят.
Across a barn or through a rut
Снежинки, предвкушая ночь,
Debates if it will so.

Хоть тают, но летят.
A narrow wind complains all day
И ветер, песни не начав,
How someone treated him.

Скулит, как в будке пес.
Nature, like us, is sometimes caught      
Застигнуть можно невзначай
Without her diadem.

Природу, как и нас.

...Robert Frost, Henry Longfellow, William Bryant - these are the names of the most outstanding poets of the 18th, 19th cent. famous for their descriptions of nature. And in our days, in the 20th cent. nature is a source of inspiration for many poets and many of them praise its beauties and devote to it their best verses.
THE POLITICAL BACKGROUND: REVOLUTION AND REACTION
Morduhov Andrey, 11A


The early period of the French Revolution, worked enthusiastic support from English liberals and radicals alike. In England this period was one of harsh repressive measures. Yet this was the time of great economic and social changes. The "Industrial Revolution" was given immense impetus when James Watt perfected the steam engine in 1765. Some time later there began that ever-accelerating alternation in economic and social conditions which shows no sign of showing down in the foreseeable future. In rural communities the destruction of home industry was accompanied by a rapid growth of the process of enclosing the old open-field and communally worked forms into privately owned agricultural holdings.

The population was becoming increasingly into what Disraely later called the "Two Nations". The government must maintain a policy of strict non-interference and leave people to pursue their private interests. In 1815 the conclusion of the French war when the enlargement of the working force, by demobilized troops coincided with the fall in the wartime demand for goods brought on the first modern industrial depression. In the August 16, 1819 was the day of the notorious "Peterloo Massacre", so named as a parody on the Battle of Waterloo. 

The event incited Shelley to write his great poems for the working class, "England in 1819", "Song: Men of England" and "To Sidmonth and Castlereagh". In London the Regency Period (1811-1820) was for the leisure class a time of lavish display and moral laxity. Woman constituted a deprived class which cut across social classes. In the revolutionary period women finally acquired a strong and eloquent champion. Gradually the working class reformers acquired the support of the middle classes and the liberal Whigs. Finally the first Reform Bill was carried in 1832 widespread rejoicing. And reform was to go on until, by stages, England acquired universal adult suffrage.

The Spirit of the Age

Mane of the major writers did feel that there was something distinctive about their time - a pervasive intellectual and imaginative climate. They had to sense that (as Keats said in one of his sonnets) "Great spirits now on earth are sojourning" and that there was evidence all about of that release of energy, experimental boldness and creative power which marks a literary renaissance. In his "Defence of Poetry" Shelley claimed that the literature of the age "has arisen as it were from a new birth", and that "an electric life burns" within the words of its best writers which is "less their spirit than the spirit of the age". William Haglitt described how the French Revolution seemed "the down of a new era, a new impulse had given to men's minds".

Poetic Theory and Poetic Practice

In the course of the 18th century there had been increasing opposition to the tradition of Dugden, Pope, and Johnson. Wordsworth undertook to justify the new poetry by a critical manifest, he gathered up isolated ideas, organized them into a coherent theory based on explicit critical principles.

1. The Concept of Poetry and the Poet

18th century theorists had regarded poetry as primarily an imitation of human life which the poet artfully rudders and puts into an order designed to instruct and give artistic pleasure to the reader. Wordsworth, on the other hand described all good poetry as "the spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings". He located the source of poem in the individual poet and specified that the essential materials of a poem were the inner feelings of the author.
"Poetry is the breath and finer spirit of all knowledge". Other Romantic theories referred primarily to the mind, emotions and imagination of the poet. Many writers identified poetry as the "expression" or "utterance" or "exhibition" of emotion. Coleridge introduced into English criticism an organic theory of the imaginative process and the poetic product, based on the model of the growth of a plant. The lyric poem written in the first person became a major Romantic form. And in the Romantic lyric the "I" often has recognizable characteristics of the poet in his own person. Wordsworth "Prelude" also represents a central literary form of English, as of European Romanticism - a long work about the formation of the self, often centring on a crisis.

2. Poetic Spontaneity and Freedom

To Wordsworth the immediate cut of composition must be spontaneous - that is arising from impulse, and free from all rules and the artful manipulation of means to foreseen ends. Other important Romantic critics also voiced declarations of artistic independence. Coleridge claimed that the act of composing poetry involves the psychological countries "of passion and of will, of spontaneous impulse and of voluntary purpose".

3. Romantic "Nature Poetry"

Because of the prominence of landscape in this period, "Romantic poetry" has to the popular mind become almost synonymous wit "nature poetry". But the aim of this poetry was not description for its own sake. And while most of the great Romantic lyrics begin with an aspect or charge of aspect in the natural scene, this only as stimulus to the most characteristic human activity, that of thinking. In Romantic "nature poems" the presented scene usually serves to raise an emotional problem or personal crisis whose development and resolution constitute the organizing principle of the poem. But for many Romantic poets it was clearly also a matters of immediate experience to respond to the outer universe as a living entity which participates in the feelings of the observer. This views of natural objects as corresponding to an inner or a spiritual world served to write a symbolist poetry.
4. The Glorification of the Commonplace

Wordsworth elevated humble and rustic life and the plain style, earlier appropriate only to the lowly pastoral, into the principal subject and medium for poetry in general. Wordsworth's concern in his poetry was not only with "common life", but with "ordinary things". This aim throughout is to shake us out of the lethargy of custom so as to refresh our sense of wonder - indeed, divinity - in the everyday, the common places, the trivial and the lowly. But for many Romantic critics to arouse in the sophisticated mind that sense of wonder felt by the ignorant and the innocent was a primary power of imagination and a major function of poetry.

5. The Supernatural and "Strangeness in Beauty"

Coleridge's function was to achieve wonder by a frank violation of natural laws and the ordinary course of events. He opened up to poetry the realm of mystery and magic.

Individualism, Infinite Striving, and Nonconformity

Mind, wrote Coleridge in 1801, is "not passive" but "made in God's Image, and that, too, in the sublimest sense is the Image of Generation". The aspect of humanity becomes a glory and a triumph. In almost all Wordsworth's, poems, long or short the words "single", "solitary"", "by oneself*, "alone" constitute a leitmotif his imagination is released by the sudden appearance of a single figure or object. Coleridge also and still more strikingly Byron and Shelley represented a solitary protagonist who is separated from society because he has rejected it, or because it has rejected him.

Drama

The drama of that period tended to the extremes of either farce or melodrama. The most successful Romantic dramatist was Shelley. In "The Guri" (1820) Shelley, converts a true story of the Italian Renaissance into a powerful version of his own central fable of the instinctive desire of evil to the unconquerable single spirit, even death.
OSCAR WILDE
Kalchenko Nikita, 11A

Oscar Wilde was the most prominent representative of the decadent literature and the leader of the English aesthetic movement. His only novel "The Picture of Dorian Gray" expresses the author's decadent views. It is devoted to relations between life and art, individual and beauty.

Wilde has his understanding of the proper aim of art. For him beauty is the supreme pleasure of art. The only aim of art, according to Wilde, is to create beauty. So, he rejects art reflecting the surrounding life. On the contrary, he preaches the theory of "art for art's sake"; thus, he defines a purpose of an artist: "to charm, to delight, to give pleasure."

Wilde created a new type of novel. For the first time an object of art was one of the main characters of a novel and for the first time the author aspirated to reveal the novel with the problems of art and the pretence of art.

The genre of the novel "The Picture of Dorian Gray"   was original. It was the phylosophiclal-phychological novel. On the one hand, it is a psychological investigation of the hero of that time, who decided to depart from generally accepted moral principles and ethic norms and to create his own "style of life."

There is only one main ideology in the novel. It is the aestheticism of the author. Wilde tries to prove his saying "Life imitates art far more than art imitates life," leading us in the world that is build on the conflict between beauty and evil in the human society. The action takes place in splendid palaces. The heroes are surround by flowers, luxury, jewellery. These things can not change the state of things in world and in person in particular. So, as the great humanist, Wilde does not allow wicked people to flourish in the world. In his opinion, the real beauty can not accompany the immoral life.

Basil Hallward is an artist to the core. He is kind, generous, honest and humane. He is more artist than a human being. He sees form but not inner essence.

Lord Henry is a real serpent-tempter. He is a high class of that time in miniature. He is cynical, heartless and immoral. In this story everybody becomes each other's victim, except Lord Henry.

Dorian Gray is the victim not only of Henry Wotton but also of the society in general. Society in the novel does not provide a good foundation for the young man. As his appearance is the creation of the God, his soul is the creation of society.

Paradoxes are an inseparable part of Wilde's creative work. The main paradox of the novel is the paradox between the hedonism of aesthetic theory and the humanism of the author. As well as paradoxes, symbolism is also the characteristic feature of the novel. The main symbol is the portrait itself. The style of the book is great. The language is laconic, exact, expressive and colourful. There are many metaphors in it.

I am sure this book changes one's attitude to Beauty. Wilde persuades us not to be idolatrous for it, because Beauty can save a person, but can destroy him as well.

THE MAN AND THE NATURE IN THE ROMANTIC POETRY

Tashkenov Sergey, 11A

In my work I tried to write about Nature itself, poetry as a branch of literature and I also represented the combination of these two. This work contains my own point of view on some poems by famous English romantics and my own thoughts about the significance of natural in our life, which is undoubtedly more than just important for us, in which mankind will feel eternal necessity.

For hundreds of years Nature has been one of the most favourite subjects of works by various artists: poets and writers, painters and sculptors, etc. Nature was that wonderful impetus, which inspired tens of great musicians in all countries and in all times to create as great chef-d'oeuvres of world art. As a matter of fact people always needed to communicate with Nature. Old Latin expression says: " I'm a man, and humane is not alien to me." I think Nature is that humane, which can't live without. I also want to stress the fact that Man and Nature are two inseparable things in the world. And I hope that it will always be like that.

Sometimes we don't notice Nature's beauty and perfection and even forget that there is another world, which is hundred times better than the world, where peace, justice and tranquillity reign. But if someone occasionally finds himself in close contact with Nature, he will unconsciously feel, how small and insignificant he is against this set of pure simplicity and at the same time divine perfection.

One who deals with poetry has to be real connoisseur of his language to write something worthy that will be euphonious and will coincide with his desire. William Wordsworth asks: "What is a poet? To whom does he address himself? What language is to be expected from him? He is a man, speaking to men, a man, it's true, endured with more lively sensibility, more enthusiasm and tenderness, who has a greater knowledge of human nature, and a more comprehensive soul, that presupposed to be common among mankind." According to F.B. Shelley: "To be a poet means to accept the truth and beauty...poet not only intensively experiences present in its present state, but also sees future in it..."

According to the explanation of the dictionary poetry is something beautiful, lofty, deeply influencing an feelings and imagination. I took a glance over the whole history of the English literature and came to conclusion that the Romanticism was one of the periods, whose literature conformed to this definition in the most exact way. I mean that Romanticism created very favourable conditions for the development and flourishing of poetry.

A few points from history. Romanticism is a very complex movement. Its different members had different views on the same things. But nevertheless they had certain common features. One of them, and to my mind the most important, is that all the romantics turned to man's inner world, to his feelings and thoughts in search far harmony and beauty. They also turned to Nature.

Romantic writers and poets made contrast of romantic ideal to reality of the contemporary society. The most characteristic feature of the Romanticism is just idealization of reality and dreamy contemplation.

The romantics, who wrote about Nature, are Percy Bisshe Shelley, William Wordsworth, Samuel Taylor Collerige and John Keats, aspirated to depict Man Nature in ideal relations, and Nature itself in its primordial appearance.
Detective Genre: AGATHA CHRISTIE AND ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE
Stradimova Oksana, 11A

Traditional detective especially English, is determined by a number of rules, that cannot be broken. One of the English researches of this genre Robin Winx considered classical detective to be constructed by the 4 clearly expressed actions. The first is the fact, that is done (robbery or murder), the second is to find out the reasons and to collect the evidences. The third action is to pick out the things concerning the main events. And at last, the fourth is to return to the truth, and of course, the personality of the criminal.

U.H. Right has developed a new set of the rules for the detective stories. If these rules are broken it results in reader's reproaches and displeasure. But sometimes it happens and in this case unexpected actions of the characters help to arouse the reader's interest:

1) The reader must have equal opportunities with the detective . All clues must be plainly stated and described.

2) The detective should never turn out to be a culprit.

3) The culprit must be determined by logical deduction, not by accident.

4) The detective novel must have a detective in it and a detective is not a detective unless he detects. His function is to gather clues which will lead to the person who did the dirty work.

5) There simply must be corpse in a detective novel and the deader the corpse the better.

6) The culprit must turn out to be a person who played a more or less prominent part in the story, that is a person with whom the reader is familiar.

7) The motives for all crimes in detective stories should be personal...
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle also wrote historical novels, war books, essays. All his books have been translated into Russian. In his preface to the book "Notes on Sherlock Holmes" Kornei Chukovsky remarked that those stories provided "An object-lesson in the power of human intellect and sang a hymn of praise to victorious logic".

The books by Agatha Christie and Arthur Conan Doyle are the examples of the classic detective literature and people enjoy reading it. They follow the exciting events, in which both people from high society and common ones, energetic detectives and clever criminals are involved.

Years pass, generations change, but the real masterpieces of literature are immortal. While the detective genre exists, people can hope that evil will be always punished.
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Одаренные дети… Кто они?

(педагогика сотрудничества)


Одаренные дети… Кто они? – Они наши ученики. Все ученики без исключения. Мы, преподаватели иностранных языков, из года в год мы наблюдаем с каким желанием и радостью дети приступают к изучению нового предмета. Он загадочен и влечет всех. Они еще не представляют себе, какие это будут уроки, и как они будут учиться, но все уверенны в успехе и с нетерпением ждут первого урока. Как же хорошо нужно подготовиться учителю к этой встрече и как хорошо нужно работать дальше, чтобы не обмануть ожидания детей, суметь сделать свои уроки уроками плодотворного творческого сотрудничества учеников с учителем. Учителю необходимо знать так много: как можно формировать мотивы учения, как увлечь детей учебной работой, организовать различные режимы общения, создавать ситуации, стимулирующие речевую активность школьников. И особое внимание в учебно-воспитательном процессе учитель уделяет формированию личности школьника, воспитанию у него таких черт характера, как трудолюбие и настойчивость, воля, активность, любознательность, а также развитию мышления, памяти, эмоции, воображения.


И так, одаренность… Что это? Нам думается, слово «одаренность» можно поставить в ряд со словом «индивидуальность», т.к. каждый ребенок примечателен своей индивидуальностью, одарен в конкретной, индивидуальной сфере творчества.
Необходимо отметить основные, базовые, фундаментальные принципы работы с одаренными детьми.
одаренность = индивидуальность



принцип      принцип         принцип      принцип

 «весов»  «фейерверка»    рейтинга       успеха

ПРИНЦИП «ВЕСОВ» предполагает умение создать творческие группы учеников, общения «ученик – ученик». Работа в таком режиме происходит намного более комфортно и естественно. Учащиеся, находясь в равном положении, чувствуют себя раскованно, каждый стремится реализовать свое коммуникативное намерение наилучшим образом. Но возникает атмосфера соревнования, желания проявить себя с наилучшей стороны, что стимулирует активность обучающихся. Действует командный «дух», т.к. при равных условиях успех группы зависит от каждого.












?

       !


ПРИНЦИП «ФЕЙЕРВЕРКА» показывает стремление ребенка выбрать собственный путь самореализации, темп работы, направление творческого поиска. Посмотрите – все звездочки светят одинаково ярко, независимо от направления и дальности полета. Дадим же нашим детям свободу творчества, поиска, проявления своей индивидуальности.







ПРИНЦИП РЕЙТИНГА предполагает создание особого режима выполнения тестовых заданий. Оставим в прошлом строгие рамки наших недавних контрольных работ, где мы выступали диктаторами: делай только это…, начинай только с этого…, ты должен сделать…, ты должен выполнить… Мы в своей работе используем рейтинговую систему тестовых заданий. Схематично ее можно изобразить так:

extra

поуровневые 

задания


min(базовый стандарт)


Задания базового стандарта (фундамент) должны сделать все учащиеся без исключения. Поуровневые задания предлагаются на выбор: три уровня сложности дают возможность каждому ученику работать в индивидуальном режиме. Каждое задание имеет определенное количество баллов, согласно рейтинговой таблице. Задания класса «extra» являются наиболее трудными и выполняются по желанию, они оцениваются наибольшим количеством баллов. Над учениками не весит навязанная учителем тактика выполнения теста, и это является дополнительным психологическим плюсом.

ПРИНЦИП УСПЕХА – необходимый компонент процесса обучения, именно он иногда является решающим фактором успешного урока. Создание поля психологического комфорта – задача каждого учителя.
«Я САМ»                                      «ХОЧУ»




«МОГУ»                                       «УМЕЮ»
При соблюдении этих принципов каждый ученик покажет свою одаренность, пусть не такую яркую, как лидеры класса, но не менее ценную, каждый сумеет проявить свое «Я».


Работа с одаренными детьми – это, прежде всего, ЭВРИСТИЧЕСКИЙ режим работы учителя. Полное отличие от старых канонов урока: отличие во всем – задачах, содержании, формах и режиме работы.
· Основными задачами обучения ИЯ сегодня – развитие: 

· специальных умений и навыков (говорение, аудирование, чтение, 

· письмо, перевод)

· содержательных знаний

· профильно-ориентированных знаний

· обще-учебных знаний(учебно-организационные умения, учебно-интеллектуальные умения, учебно-информационные умения, учебно-коммуникативные умения)

· ценностной ориентации

· социализации умений

(
При отборе материала необходимо учитывать следующие параметры:

· культурологическая аутентичность (обучение языку неотделимо от       знакомства с культурой стран, где говорят на этом языке, с особенностями быта и менталитета их граждан)

· информативная аутентичность (информация оценивается с точки зрения ее значимости, доступности, подбирается в соответствии с возрастными особенностями и интересами учащихся)

· ситуативная аутентичность (предполагает естественность ситуации, естественность ее обсуждения, подбор материалов, отражающих целый спектр разнообразных жизненных обстоятельств)

· аутентичность национальной ментальности (необходимо принимать во внимание особенности менталитета и быта, учитывать национальную специфику, типичную для жизни носителей языка)

· аутентичность оформления (в современных УМК ELT тексты часто представлены как бы в факсимильной репродукции, учебные тексты часто сопровождаются рисунками, схемами, картами, диаграммами, что приближает их к аналогичным по содержанию текстам, функционирующим во внеучебной среде)

· аутентичность учебных заданий (задания стимулирующие взаимодействие с материалом, основанные на операциях, которые совершаются во внеучебной среде)

(
технологии, используемые при работе с одаренными детьми должны быть в полном соответствии с новейшими зарубежными методиками (технологии ELT) т.к. только они могут помочь в формировании ЗУМ согласно евростандартам. В нашей гимназии используем разные технологии:
· модульная технология (создание модулей – тематических, лексических, лексико-грамматических, грамматических, рассчитанных на два – четыре учебных часа)

· технология блок-систем (интенсивное обучение с использованием блоков – грамматических, тематических, охватывающих материал 6-8-10-12 уч. часов)

· мастер-классы (интенсивная методика с использованием эвристических принципов работы школы Чейса, Монтессори, Лобка и др.)

· технология «французских мастерских» (этапы работы: мотивация ( индукция (выход на проблему) ( этап информационного обеспечения ( этап первичной обработки информации (деконструкция) ( контроль + коррекция ( этап реконструкции ( этапы комплексного применения знаний ( самоконтроль + коррекция ( проект (самостоятельное применение знаний в новой ситуации))

· технология ассоциативного мышления (урок творчества, фантазии и выдумки)

· технология социализации (интеллектуальные игры, синтез ИЯ, экономики, обществоведения и психологии)

· режим работы предполагает большой процент самостоятельности учащихся, они работают с источниками, модулями индивидуально или в парах, группах. При затруднении есть два пути получения помощи: обратиться к справочным материалам, блок-картам, словарям или получить консультацию учителя или одноклассников. Схематично режим работы можно представить так:

уч1

уч2







учитель

уч3
















Information
уч4
ТЕХНОЛОГИЯ  ПРОЕКТНОЙ  МЕТОДИКИ
Прослеживая особенности работы в новых технологических режимах, необходимо отметить, что выход на результат – неотъемлемое условие учебного процесса. И именно использование проектной методики в процессе обучения позволяет применять речевые навыки и умения на практике. Выполнение заданий проекта выходят за рамки урока и требуют много времени, но усилия оправдывают себя, т.к. при этом решается ряд важных задач:

· занятия не ограничиваются приобретением учащимися определенных ЗУМ, а выходят на практические действия учащихся, затрагивая их эмоциональную сферу

· учащиеся получают возможность осуществлять творческую работу, самостоятельно добывая необходимую информацию

· в проекте успешно реализуются различные формы организации учебной деятельности, меняется роль учителя – в место контролера он становится равноправным партнером и консультантом

· в проектной работе весь учебный процесс ориентирован на учащегося: здесь прежде всего учитываются его интересы, жизненный опыт и индивидуальные способности

· усиливается индивидуальная и коллективная ответственность учащихся за конкретную работу в рамках проекта, т.к. каждый ученик, работая индивидуально или в микрогруппе, должен представить всей группе результаты своей деятельности

· совместная работа в рамках проекта учит учащихся доводить дело до конца, они должны задокументировать результаты своего труда, а именно: написать статью для газеты, сообщения, собрать и обработать статистические данные, сделать аудио – и видеозапись, оформить альбом, коллаж, стенгазету, выставку, организовать вечер для родителей, одноклассников. Форму презентации (репортаж, сообщение, ролевая игра, викторина, шоу, концерт, дискуссия и т.д.) и документации учащиеся выбирают сами

Организация работы по проекту предполагает следующие этапы:

1. Выдвижение идеи

2. Формирование микрогрупп

3. Распределение заданий в микрогруппе

4. Практическая деятельность учащихся в рамках проекта

5. Промежуточный контроль

6. Обсуждение способов оформления проекта

7. Документирование проекта

8. Презентация результатов проекта

9. Подведение итогов выполнения проекта

10. Этап практического использования результатов проекта  (в качестве наглядных пособий, докладов на других уроках, выставок и т.д.)


Хочу привести примеры проектных работ, выполненных учащимися 9-10-11 классов гимназии: «Трудно ли быть молодым», «Телевидение: за и против», «Всегда ли ложь во благо», «Секреты бабушкиного сундука», «Домашний доктор», «Досуг молодежи», «Школа моей мечты», «Наш характер. Можем ли мы изменить его?», «Русский характер… Что это?», «Как улучшить свою память» и др. Успех работы зависит от того, какая тема выбрана, как она способствует столкновению различных мнений, а следовательно, развитию дискуссии. Сама подготовка к таким урокам активизирует познавательную деятельность учащихся, стимулирует их самостоятельность в поисках нужной информации, дает учащимся возможность оценить свой уровень владения ИЯ.



ПЕДАГОГИКА 

СОТРУДНИЧЕСТВА


В заключение, хотелось бы отметить еще раз основные характеристики стратегии работы учителя с одаренными детьми: максимум самостоятельности своим ученикам, максимум доверия, педагогика сотрудничества, программирование успеха («ты можешь…», «ты умеешь…», «у тебя все получится…»). Главное правило работы школы Монтессори  –  «учись доверять ученику».




«Покажи мне, и я узнаю.




 Расскажи мне, и я запомню.




 Позволь мне делать самому, и я научусь…»

Возможности и перспективы внедрения мультимедиа в образовательный процесс

Разговоры о внедрении ИТО в учебный процесс ведутся столько лет, сколько существует компьютер. Уж не химера ли это – информационные технологии как часть учебного процесса?


Попробуем мы с вами взглянуть на эту проблему с разных точек зрения. Немного истории о сфере обучения персональный компьютер начал выходить с 60-х годов (английское слово «компьютер» означает «программируемый цифровой обработчик всевозможных данных, а прилагательное «персональный» указывает на индивидуальный характер использования данной машины).


Отличительными характерологическими признаками ПК в качестве электронного ТСО является автоматичность и наличие обратной связи. Дидактическими преимуществами ПК по сравнению с другими средствами обучения являются: полифункциональность, интерактивность. Диалоговое взаимодействие, многообразие режимов и организационных форм работы. 


В компьютерной дидактике важными считаются следующие принципы:

обусловленность

необходимость

информативность

надежность


Принцип обусловленности предполагает четкое определение условий в применении ПК в зависимости от содержания, цели и этапов обучения, возрастных особенностей, методов обучения.


Принцип необходимости обуславливает применение ПК только в том случае, если это позволяет повысить эффективность учебного процесса по какому-либо параметру:

· увеличить скорость усвоения материала

· активизирует речевую деятельность

· достичь учебной цели наиболее рациональным способом

· облегчить работу преподавателя и обучаемого

· сократить время обучения

Принцип информативности раскрывает преимущество ПК в качестве средства справочно-информационного обеспечения учебного процесса.

Принцип надежности позволяет провести «ревизию ЗУН» в кратчайшие сроки с наивысшей степенью объективности.

Специфические принципы компьютерной дидактики:

· диалоговое взаимодействие

· интерактивность

· адаптивность

· дружеский интерфейс

Диалоговое взаимодействие – принцип человеческого общения в обучающей системе ПК.

Интерактивность – показатель дидактической эффективности и высокой степени интеллектуальности обучающих систем ПК

Адаптивность – возможность приспособления обучающих систем ПК к особенностям конкретного процесса обучения, обеспечения индивидуального темпа работы и способа разложения материала, осуществление оптимальной стратегии управления процессом обучения.

Дружеский интерфейс – положительный эмоциональный фон в процессе обучения с использованием ПК, удобные формы обмена информацией, оптимальный темп и ритм взаимодействия, наличие средств помощи и обратной связи, наличие средств защиты от ошибок.

Возможности использования ПК в обучении определяются его способностью к имитации речемыслительной деятельности человека по переработке текстовой информации.

ПК выступает в роли:

· преподавателя и репетитора;

· средства воссоздания условий деятельности;

· обучаемого;

· инструмента деятельности эксперта;

Возможности использования ПК не ограничены, функции рассматриваются в качестве обучающего и в качестве инструмента деятельности. Виды компьютерных средств разнообразны: текстовые редакторы, базы данных, экспертные системы, интернет.

Функции компьютера в качестве инструмента деятельности учителя позволяют применять его для оптимизации управления обучением, повышения эффективности и объективности учебного процесса при значительной экономии времени учителя по следующим направлениям:

· получение информационной поддержки;

· диагностика, регистрация и систематизация параметров обучения;

· работа с учебными материалами (поиск, анализ, оформление, создание);

· организация коллективной работы;

· осуществление обучения.

Важное достоинство ПК как инструмента деятельности учителя – это анализ деятельности ученика, возможность точно и оперативно строить деятельность на основе индивидуальной схемы гибкого управления обучения. В основе деятельности лежат принципы дидактики.

Принцип созидательности в условиях компьютерного обучения обеспечивается возможностью выбора сознательным учеником собственной стратегии достижения учебной цели. ПК может предоставлять новую информацию по запросу учащегося именно в тот момент, где он осознает ее необходимость.

Принцип доступности реализуется благодаря ориентации процесса на возрастные особенности пользователей, на уровень владения ПК.

Принцип активности заложен в самом процессе компьютерного обучения, поскольку инициатором работы всегда является пользователь. Взаимодействие является интерактивным, т.е. обоюдно активным. Именно интерактивность рассматривается как показатель дидактической эффективности компьютерной обучающей системы и компьютерных программ по русскому языку.

Принцип систематичности и последовательности воплощается по средствам последовательной подачи порций системно-организованного учебного процесса.

Принцип прочного усвоения знаний носит гарантированный характер благодаря наличию постоянной обратной связи, увеличению времени на индивидуальную тренировку и широкую сеть возможности самостоятельной работы для ликвидации пробелов знаний.

Принцип учета индивидуальных особенностей осуществляется благодаря мощному потенциалу компьютерных средств по адаптации к нуждам конкретного пользователя:

· широкий выбор компьютерных программ (от простого к сложному);

· индивидуальный темп работы;

· индивидуальный набор средств поддержки обучения (справочных материалов, ключей, подсказок);

· адаптивные формы предъявления учебного материала (по объему, форме и режиму).

Принцип наглядности реализуется возможностью использования всех видов вербальной и невербальной наглядности:

· статических визуальных средств (тексты, рисунки, схемы, таблицы, графики);

· динамических визуальных средств (мультипликация, видеодорожка);

· аудитивных средств (музыка, шумовое и текстовое сопровождение);

· их сочетание (озвучивание предъявляемого на дисплее текста, видеофильма).

Режим работы в условиях компьютеризированного учебного процесса разнообразен, им можно варьировать – это преимущество компьютера в качестве средства обучения.

90-е годы прошлого столетия ознаменовались появлением новых компьютерных средств представления, обработки информации, развитием глобальных систем. Именно в эти годы сформировались понятия: «информационные технологии», «мультимедийные технологии» (единодушие в их трактовке нет по сей день).

Мультимедиа – электронный носитель информации, включающий несколько видов (мульти – много, медиа – средоточение, средства).

Сегодня уже никто не спорит с тем, что компьютер не способен заменить живого общения ученика и учителя, что он не отрицает традиционных форм и методов работы, а дополняет их новыми возможностями.

На чем это основано:

1. Сформировалась новая информационная культура, включающая в себя новые технологические знания и умения:

· внедрение в мировое информационное пространство;

· участие в профессиональных информационных процессах;

· умение оперировать информационными ресурсами;

· умение использовать мультимедийные средства представления информации для самовыражения.

2. Получили развитие принципиально новые направления информатики:

· телекоммуникации;

· мультимедиа-технологии;

· технологи объективно-ориентированного и визуального программирования;

· распределение и вычисления базы данных.

Мультимедийные технологии – это технологии, где основными элементами являются число, текст, анимация, звук, видео. Для каждого элемента существуют технические средства получения и отображения, программное обеспечение, алгоритмы обработки, средства хранения и передачи, методические рекомендации по применению.

Концептуальная основа эффективного использования мультимедиа – идея интеграции технического программного, информационного, методического и организационного обеспечения в единой информационной среде.

В чем же преимущество мультимедийных технологий?

В ней  по физиологии доказано функциональная асимметрия полушарий головного мозга. Правое полушарие отвечает за распознавание образов, ориентация в пространстве, эмоциональное состояние; левое – специализируется в оперировании словом и мыслительными знаками.

Экспериментально доказано, что «правополушарным» учащимся требуется достаточно медленное обобщение и абстрагирование. «Левополушарные» быстрее делают логические выводы, лучше абстрагируют и обобщают. Доказано, что доминирование одного полушария вредно для развития ребенка. Традиционные системы обучения стимулируют именно активность левого полушария, что тормозит творческие познавательные способности детей. С этой точки зрения мультимедийные технологии дают возможность использовать доминанту полушарий и обеспечивать процесс обучения с наибольшей эффективностью. Мультимедийные технологии позволяют активизировать деятельность правого полушария, включая его в работу чуть раньше левого.

Однако использование мультимедийных технологий – не «панацея», оно оправдано тогда и только тогда, когда их применение повышает скорость усвоения, объем, качество приобретаемых знаний, умений и навыков по сравнению с традиционными образовательными технологиями, способствует более точному формированию понятий и образов, представляет учащемуся дополнительные средства для самореализации.

Виды распространенных компьютерных программ:

· демонстрационные программы. Эффективность их использования зависит от учителя, от того, как продумана мотивация. Плюс в исполнении – возможность регулировки темпа представления материалов и при необходимости возможность вернуться к просмотренному материалу.

· электронные справочники и энциклопедии. Это эффективное средство для поиска и отбора материалов при подготовке рефератов и индивидуальных проектов. Однако использование программ этого класса также ограничено отсутствием средств «обратной связи».

· программы-тренажеры. Рассчитаны на индивидуальную внеурочную работу по повторению и закреплению изученного, сочетая это с игровой формой, благодаря интерактиву (реакция на неправильные действия, подстройка по достижениям обучаемого). В числе лучших программ-тренажеров – «1С Репетитор. Тесты по пунктуации», «1С Репетитор. Тесты по орфографии» (2000г).

· электронные учебники и программно-методические комплексы по предметам
· обучающие игры. Добрых слов заслуживают программные комплексы по английскому языку как российские, так и зарубежные, по истории и другим предметам.

· средства дистанционного управления. Модное направление,  недостаток – отсутствие «живого контакта» с преподавателем. Это прекрасная возможность для самообразования, повышения квалификации.

· средства моделирования и конструирования. Программа «Живая геометрия», «Стереометрия 10-11кл.», идет разработка средств моделирования по физике, химии, биологии.

Несмотря на достоинства информационных технологий, в образовании они не так хорошо востребованы. Возможно, причина в недостатках существующих программных и медийных средств:

· не учитываются коммуникативные или социально-познавательные аспекты обучения;

· различные типы медиавоздействия не всегда решают проблему улучшения восприятия, понимания и запоминания информации;

· учителя не подготовлены к свободному использованию мультимедиа;

· отторжение имеющихся программ и ресурсов происходит из-за их неадекватности реальному учебному процессу;

· использование в традиционных системах обучения не позволяет оптимально реализовать образовательный и развивающий ресурс мультимедиа.

На конференции «ИТО-2002» (информационные технологии 2002) были предложены требования к мультимедийным обучающим средствам:

· адаптированность к индивидуальному образовательному стилю и потребностям обучаемого;

· поддержка активной роли обучаемого;

· постоянное методическое сопровождение;

· экспертный отбор;

· привлечение педагогов-практиков для формулировки учебных целей и сферы исследования;

· создание обучающих средств является необходимостью.

Обучающая программа должна давать учителю и ученику средства и возможность которые не могут быть представлены традиционными формами обучения или недоступны в школе по соображениям безопасности или себестоимости.

Может быть, мы с вами приблизим то время, когда компьютер будет таким же традиционным и бесспорным инструментом и средством обучения, как мел и доска.
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